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From the Tiigh Commissioner for Palestine. 


To the Secretary of State for the Colonies. oe 


43th Jamary 1948, 


des Oh Saving. SECRET.  ERTORIIY, 


Subject is future of British nationals in Palestine other 
than Govermment officials, police and army ond thcir families, 


2e In 1940 the mmber of British nationals excluding Govern 
ment officers and members of 1i.M, Forces and their wives and minor children 
in this oountry was 6,000 (most of them Jews), a high proportion of whom 
were from Aden, You should know that in response to an inquiry by the 
doctor in charse of the st. John's ophthalmic hospital an undertaking has 
been given that in event of it beiny necessary at the time of the withdrawal 
of the administration to evacuate British subjects in civilian employment or 
service from Palestine arranyeuents will be made to do so, It may be 
assumed tuat most "technical" British sub ects who are in fact Jews and Arabs 
will not apply -or evacuation, but they will probably apply to the British 
representative ror protection nd assistance if they believe themselves in 
personal danger or are in financial difficulties. 


3e Having these considerations in mind I should be glad to 
know wietiier His Majesty's Government has any wishes reyardin; the further 
admission of British nationals to Palestine, he Tel Aviv = Petah Tiqva 
area is now considered safe for British res:dents ond ordinarily I should 
have been disposed to authorise admission to any British subject who has 
legitimate cause for application nd j'or whom accommodation is available, 
But it may be held desirable to keep admissions to a miniimm, 


4e Une facet of this problem is missionaries, It is oiten 
necessary for them if t.ey are to pursue their callin, to live in isolated 
places, and no special protection can be a-iorded to these even while the 
mandate still operates, 


Colonial Office, 
Church House, 
Great Suith Street, 


My Reference. Pols 6f) U8. Se Wele 


27th Januery, 1918. 





Your Reference 
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I enclose a copy of eran froia the 

a— Hish Comsissioner for Pele ne in which he raises 
the question whether in the circu.stances described 
therein, H.lieGe would wish to consider the question 
of the further ad ission of British nationals to 
Palestine. There is, of course, at present, soine 
restriction on the entry of British subjects since 
entry is controlled by the reguire::ent of a svecial 
endorsencsnt for Palestine which is only eranted to 
British subjects who have le, itimueate reasons for 
entry into Pelestine and for who: accommodation is 
available, 
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We should be ~reieful to have the early views 
of the Foreign Office on this guestion. 


Yours sincerely, 





Bee pw 
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Colonial Gffice, 
Cnurch House, 


My Reference (5136/13. sia uth Street, 





r, Be Oth February, 19)\8. 


Your Reference 


Entry of British nativnels 
into Palestine. 


Would you please refer to iy letter 
of the 27th oar nuary, enclosing a copy of 
savingram No. 21 of the 15th Jenuary from 
the High Co. ssissiuner for Pélestine on the 
above guestione 


We have now received a tele-rarnhic 
reisinuer from the High gp nisgrenes as copy 
ae enclosed, anu eng action you could take to 
exveaite Poreign Office sor hei on tnis isttver 
woulda be BD) ~eciate e 


Your's sincerely, 


Ze ha 


(WeAcCe i.athie sun) 


8 INWARD TELEGRAM 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


Cypher (0.T.P. ) 


PROM PALESTINE (Gen. Sir A, Cunningham) 


D, 5th Pebruary, 1948. 
" n 


R. 6th 07.00 hrs. 





No. 296, 


3 My seoret savingram No. 2 of 13th 
sanuery. 


Grateful for an early indication of :rour 
views regarding sdmiasion end evacisation ct 
non-official British subjects. 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN. 
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I an revlyins to vour letter No. 75136 


h8 of January 27th to Reeley ahont the 


entry of British Nationals into Palestine. 


t we shonld 


Our 


reneral view ‘ s $749 


ritish Wattonals to ro 


to Palestine in t ite foture www 
te We Unsclttea poe li o 
Clearly any cases justified by business 


oY family reasons should be allo-ed, but 


I surgest tnit we should stipul:te that 


sucn reasons should exist before rrantine 
a vernit. 

I have consulted our Passport Office 
who point out that the control exercised 
by them at the wish of the Palestine 
Government is at present very strict. 

We therefore consider that the situation 
can be left as it stands, since it would 


be undesirable to ban all visits to 


Ke [L 


Palestine. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.\i.l. 
2lst February, 1948. 

(EB 1260/1260/31) 

COMP ITENTIAL 





Dear Will, 


I am replying to your letter No. 751356/48 of the 
27th January to Beeley about the entry of British 
Nationals into Palestine. 


Our general view is that we should not encourage 
British Netionals to go to Palestine in the immediate 
future owing to the unsettled situation. Clearly any 
cases justified by business or family reesons should be 
allowed, but I suggest that we should stipulate that 
such reasons should exist before granting a permit. 


I have consulted our Passport Office who point 
out thet the control exercised by them eat the wish of the 
Palestine Government is at present very strict. We 
therefore consider that the situation can be left as it 
stands, since it would be undesirable to ban 4ll visits to 
Palcetine. 


(J.G.S. Beith) 


WeoeC. Mathieson, Esqe, iieBLe, 
Colonial Cffice. 
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Cypher (0.7T.P. ) 
FROM PALESTINE (Gen. Sir A.Cunninghan) 


D. 26th February, 1946. jnoearc? 
. 26th * = 13.45 hrs. 


IMMEDIATE. 


You; telegram No. 703. 


Ky savingram No.57 contains more 
detailed proposals regarding future of British residenis 
in Palestine. Regret reply to paragraph 2 of your 
telegram not pessible at present. fhe position will 
be clearer after action completed as proposed in 
paragraphs 4 and 5 of my savingram under reference. 
Grateful for very carly reply. 
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Copy sent tor 
Foreign Office - Mr. J.G.8. beith. 
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